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Memorandum on Extension of 
Waiver of Section 907 of the 
FREEDOM Support Act With 
Respect to Assistance to the 
Government of Azerbaijan 

December 30, 2003

Presidential Determination No. 2004–18

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Extension of Waiver of Section 907 
of the FREEDOM Support Act with respect 
to Assistance to the Government of 
Azerbaijan

Consistent with the authority contained in 
title II of the Kenneth M. Ludden Foreign 
Operations, Export Financing, and Related 
Programs Appropriations Act, 2002 (Public 
Law 107–115), I hereby determine and cer-
tify that extending the waiver of section 907 
of the FREEDOM Support Act of 1992 
(Public Law 102–511): 

•  is necessary to support United States ef-
forts to counter international terrorism; 

•  is necessary to support the operational 
readiness of United States Armed 
Forces or coalition partners to counter 
international terrorism; 

•  is important to Azerbaijan’s border se-
curity; and 

•  will not undermine or hamper ongoing 
efforts to negotiate a peaceful settle-
ment between Armenia and Azerbaijan 
or be used for offensive purposes 
against Armenia. 

Accordingly, I hereby extend the waiver 
of section 907 of the FREEDOM Support 
Act. 

You are authorized and directed to notify 
the Congress of this determination and to ar-
range for its publication in the Federal Reg-
ister.

George W. Bush

Memorandum on Waiver of 
Restrictions on Assistance to the 
Republic of Uzbekistan Under the 
Cooperative Threat Reduction Act of 
1993 and Title V of the FREEDOM 
Support Act 
December 30, 2003

Presidential Determination No. 2004–19

Memorandum for the Secretary of State
Subject: Waiver of Restrictions on Assistance 
to the Republic of Uzbekistan under the 
Cooperative Threat Reduction Act of 1993 
and Title V of the FREEDOM Support Act

Consistent with the authority vested in me 
by section 1306 of the National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2003 (Public 
Law 107–314), I hereby certify that waiving 
the restrictions contained in subsection (d) 
of section 1203 of the Cooperative Threat 
Reduction Act of 1993 (22 U.S.C. 5952), as 
amended, and the requirements contained in 
section 502 of the FREEDOM Support Act 
(22 U.S.C. 5852) during Fiscal Year 2004 
with respect to the Republic of Uzbekistan 
is important to the national security interests 
of the United States. 

I have enclosed the unclassified report de-
scribed in section 1306(b)(1) of the National 
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 
2003, together with a classified annex. 

You are authorized and directed to trans-
mit this certification and report with its clas-
sified annex to the Congress and to arrange 
for the publication of this certification in the 
Federal Register.

George W. Bush

Letter to the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives on Notification of a 
Federal Credit Instrument for World 
Airways, Inc. 
December 30, 2003

Dear Mr. Speaker: 
Consistent with provisions of Public Law 

107–42, the Air Transportation Safety and 
System Stabilization Act, 2001, I hereby no-
tify the Congress of a $30 million Federal 
credit instrument for World Airways, Inc. 
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The details of this request are set forth 
in the enclosed letter from the Director of 
the Office of Management and Budget. 

Sincerely, 
George W. Bush

Message on the Observance of 
New Year’s Day, 2004
December 31, 2003

The past year has been a time of accom-
plishment and progress. Working together, 
our citizens have made America a safer, more 
prosperous, and better country. In the New 
Year, we will build on these successes, em-
bracing the challenges and opportunities 
ahead. 

We have seen our brave men and women 
in uniform defend America and liberate the 
oppressed. We pray for their safety, and we 
are grateful for their service and the support 
of their families. 

In the past year, millions of people have 
answered the call to serve their neighbors 
in need. Americans from every walk of life 
are building a culture of compassion by de-
voting their time and talents to help others. 
In the New Year, I ask all Americans to an-
swer the call to bring hope to those who are 
less fortunate. 

I encourage every American to give thanks 
to God for His many blessings and to reaf-
firm our commitment to peace and freedom 
around the world. Laura joins me in wishing 
all Americans a Happy New Year. May God 
bless you, and may God continue to bless 
the United States of America. 

George W. Bush 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this message.

Remarks on New Year’s Day and an 
Exchange With Reporters in 
Falfurrias, Texas 
January 1, 2004

The President. Wish everybody a happy 
New Year. It’s a good way to start the new 
year, outdoors—in my case, with my dad. 
And it’s—I know this part of Texas real well. 

It’s a spectacular part of our State. And we 
were just on a ranch with—owned by a lady 
who knows it’s important to protect the envi-
ronment by taking care of the land. And as 
a result of her taking care of the land, wor-
rying about bird habitats, we happened to 
see a lot of birds today. But most importantly, 
I was with my dad. It’s a great way to start 
2004. 

I’m looking forward to 2004. We’ll con-
tinue to stay focused on our economy, so peo-
ple can find work, and stay focused on work-
ing to keep the peace and—by spreading 
freedom and by holding people to account 
who are willing to harm innocent people 
around the world. But it’s a—I think 2004 
is going to be a great year. 

And in the spirit of great years, I’ll answer 
a few questions. 

President’s Hunting Trip 

Q. How was the hunt? 
The President. It was good fun. You 

know, when you hunt quail, you get a lot 
of exercise. As you know, I like exercise. And 
so my dad and I and Ms. Negley, whose 
ranch we were on, walked a lot of territory, 
watched the dogs work, and knocked down 
some birds. 

Q. How many? 
The President. I think I shot five. The 

limit in Texas, I believe, is 15. I’m not that 
good a shot, but it was a lot of fun. 

Iraqi Debt Relief 

Q. Did you talk to Mr. Baker? 
The President. Pardon me? 
Q. Did you talk to Secretary Baker? 
The President. I did talk to Secretary 

Baker. He came by for lunch. First, I thanked 
him for spending as much time as he did 
on the road for our country. As you know, 
he went to Europe first and then recently 
went to the Far East. He reported on his 
visits with Prime Minister Koizumi and Presi-
dent Hu Jintao. And he was very positive 
about his meetings. He’s going to come back 
up and brief Condi and me in a little bit of 
time. 

Yes, ma’am. 
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